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Thousands are trapped in dire circumstances
NNI, Tuesday, January 9, 2001, (Islamabad, PAKISTAN)   At least seven Afghan refugee children fell victim to biting chill on Monday night at the Jalozi refugee camp, witnesses said.  Thousands of war-stricken Afghan children living in the tent villages of Jalozi Refugee Camp are forced to live under open skies in bitter cold temperatures.  Many can’t survive the cold temperatures and winds and freeze to death. 
The Associated Press, Monday, Jan. 8, 2001 (Islamabad, PAKISTAN)   Freezing temperatures are killing some of the 18,000 newest Afghan refugees in Pakistan, many of whom have nothing but plastic sheets to pull over themselves, the United Nations said Monday.  “They are living out in the open.  The conditions are appalling. Some of them are wrapping themselves in plastic sheets and in bits and pieces of old clothes to try to keep warm.”

Itar-Tass News, Monday, January 08, 2001  (Dushanbe, TAJIKISTAN)  "Tajikistan is not in a position to accommodate 10,000 Afghan refugees on its territory.  The arrival of refugees onto Tajik territory will complicate the socio-economic situation in Tajikistan."  According to United Nations agencies, over ten-thousand Afghans, mainly women and children who fled their homes due to fierce fighting, are stranded in a small island by the Panjde river in Afghanistan, waiting to cross into Tajik territory.  Many of them are seriously dehydrated and suffer from severe malnutrition.  Of particular concern is the fate of thirty severely sick people who are in need of immediate hospitalization.  The weather is very cold and many don't have the bare minimum to survive -- not even a blanket.  

We desperately need your donation to purchase food and blankets from Tajikistan and Pakistan and to deliver them to thousands who are trapped in dire circumstances in Afghanistan and in the refugee camps. 

YOU CAN HELP SAVE A LIFE

Please make your check payable to Help the Afghan Children, Inc. or fill in the following to charge to your credit card: Amount:  $__________O American Express         O Visa                 O MasterCard

Account #________________________________Exp. Date____________________

Name (as it appears on your credit card)____________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________________________

Signature _________________________________________Date _______________

Help the Afghan Children, Inc.,  8133 Leesburg Pike, Suite 310, Vienna, Virginia 22182, USA     Phone: (703) 848-0407    Fax: (703) 848-0408
E-mail:  htaci@msn.com
Website:  www.htaci.com
You can deposit directly to First Virginia Bank Acct. #0560-01118-0602-7733

All contributions are fully tax deductible.
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I found eating and drinking

a painful experience

It is cold at night; bitterly cold when you have no blanket and a shelter made of a thin clear plastic sheet that is partly covered by a piece of tattered canvas and stretched over a piece of wood tied to two upright poles.  The cold is much worse when you are seriously dehydrated, suffering from severe malnutrition, and your face and legs are possibly covered in sores. When you are barely one, two or three years old the situation is very bad and your parents wonder whether you will last the night and see another dawn.  When you are in this state, you are almost past feeling and have virtually lost the ability to communicate.


For many women, the only latrine is a piece of plastic wrapped around three poles or a shallow hole dug in the hard ground, giving little or no privacy.  A number of women are compelled to ‘hold on’ during the day in the hope they can visit a bleak and barren hillside in the privacy of darkness.


A water carrier visits the camp twice a day --something that is totally inadequate for a camp with a population of over thirty thousand. Whatever water is dispensed is used for cooking, washing, cleaning of pots, and an attempt to launder some clothes.  The same water is used as often as possible and there is little left for drinking. I visited two clinics and asked three doctors about the refugees’ knowledge of basic sanitation and health care. I received the same answer, “It is almost impossible for the refugees, particularly women and children, to achieve even basic standards of sanitation when you witness the circumstances they are living under.”

I returned to Peshawar during the late afternoon. Men were huddled around the food stalls in the bazaars, buying hot food to have Iftar, or the Breaking of Fast during Ramadan.  From a bus, dates were passed out after the evening prayers to assuage the pangs of hunger. The shops were closing and the streets were becoming deserted. I thought of the women in the camps, and their children . . .  “How can we make Iftar, the Breaking of Fast?  We have nothing.”
I returned to where I was staying.  I found eating and drinking a difficult and painful experience after witnessing the suffering endured by the Afghan refugees.

Terence O’Malley, Trustee, S.A.F.E.

N.W.F.P, Pakistan
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Mission Accomplished

“Hello, I am Diana Suffian with Nour International Relief Aid.  I heard from a reliable source that you have been working for children and women of Afghanistan for quite sometime now.  I have arranged for two forty-foot containers of medicine and disposable medical supplies to be distributed to childrens’ and womens’ hospitals in Kabul, Afghanistan.  Can you deliver them?”  I replied, “Of course we can,” and immediately regretted what I said.  We had no experience in taking that large amount of cargo to the other side of the world and didn’t know anything about shipment and customs’ procedures.  Then, I said quickly, “But we can’t afford to pay for the shipment costs.”  She replied, “That can be arranged.  We will cover all expenses up to Pakistan.”  Then, I thought:  “Oh God, please help me.  I am in trouble.”  

About a month later, I was notified that the shipments were ready to leave for Pakistan, and would reach Karachi Port on October 6th. On October 2nd, Dr. Abdullah Osman and I left for Pakistan to accomplish our mission.   

The shipments arrived ten days later than the scheduled time.  After endless phone calls, paperwork, trips back and forth to Islamabad, Karachi, and Peshawar, the cargo was ready for inspection.  During the examination of containers by Pakistani port authorities, we were told that our list showed twenty-four small boxes of shampoo and soap that were among banned items and would have to be removed.  It took us four days to open 832 boxes to find the banned items because the boxes were not labeled.  

Then, we waited eighteen more days for the cargo to reach Peshawar.  Finally, on November 7th, our cargo reached Peshawar where we unpacked and sorted all the medicine and medical supplies into three equal parts and loaded them onto large trucks to start our long and eventful journey to Kabul.  

After twenty-three hours of traveling on a bumpy road with three large overloaded trucks and enduring heavy rain that covered huge potholes with mud, we arrived in Kabul.  It was Thursday night, which meant the city was “dead” so we had to wait until Saturday to fulfill the last part of our mission. 

On Saturday, after contacting the Ministry of Public Health and the three hospitals’ officials, all whom were very cooperative, we hired six men to help us deliver the supplies to their final destination.  
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We delivered an estimated seven tons of medicine and medical supplies to each to the Children’s  Hospital, Rabia Balkhi Women’s Hospital, and Malalai Maternity Hospital.  The total amount was around twenty-one tons that will treat an estimated 42,500 patients for the next eight to nine months.


Celebration was in order.  Some people said we were lucky.  However, it was our persistence and determination that paid off.  Unfortunately, the  stories about those who have to wait six months or more before seeing any goods is all too common.  

After returning to Pakistan, I contacted Diana.  “Guess what, our mission was successfully accomplished.  We delivered all the medicine and medical supplies to three hospitals in Kabul.”  Then, she asked curiously,  “Will you do it again?” I replied with confidence:  “YOU BET.”

Suraya Sadeed, President

Because of your benevolence, our mission is still alive.

We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to all of our friends whose contributions during the year 2000 helped us save thousands of lives in Afghanistan and in the refugee camps in Pakistan, by providing them the following services:

Healthcare:  Our five healthcare clinics have served over 70,000 patients, including free medicine for 90% of the patients. 

Educational/Vocational Training: Our centers provided training to 400 students that enabled them to become self-sufficient.

Home-Based Schools for Girls: We supported fifteen home-based schools with a total attendance of 365 girls.  This enabled them to receive a basic education since no public schools are available for girls in most Afghan cities.

Medicine/Medical Supplies: We delivered over twenty-one tons of medicine and medical supplies to three hospitals in the capital city of Kabul, which will benefit an estimated 42,500 patients for an eight to nine month period.

